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Regents Will Make Survey of Public Education 


A statewide inquiry by the Board of Regents 
into the character and cost of public education 


in New York State was announced October 
30th by Regent Owen D. Young, who will 
serve as chairman of the special committee in 
charge of the study. Regent Young will be 


two others of the 
Wallin, of 
Buffalo. 


assisted on the committee by 
Regents, William J. 
Yonkers, and John Lord O'Brian, of 
The cost of the inquiry, approximating half a 
General 


Board of 


million dollars, will be paid by the 
Education Board. 

This is the first comprehensive analysis ever 
made under official auspices of the entire edu- 
State. The study will 


In seeking 


cational system of the 


require two years for completion 


to get the whole picture, the inquiry will 


determine the range and quality of the service 
now rendered the people by the schools and the 
It will not include 


+ 


cost of that service to them 


any survey of parochial schools. 


The Regents will also survey the State Educa- 


private or 


tion Department and the effectiveness of their 


own Board, which is the constitutional body 
with power to determine general educational 
policy. 

The Board of Regents later announced that 


Dr Luther H. Gulick, head of the Institute of 
Public Administration and professor of munic- 
University, will be 


Dr Samuel P. 


ipal science at Columbia 


director of the inquiry, with 
Capen, chancellor of the University of Buffalo, 
as associate director. 

The 
found 
the parts and factors of every system of public 


Character and Cost Inquiry has been 


necessary, Regent Young said, because 


education need frequent appraisal in the light 
of the whole purpose of the system, and because 
recently the depression has made it imperative 
to reexamine our philosophy of education. 
“The depression is not the chief cause of all 
those in charge of public 


the issues which 


education have to face,” Regent Young said, 
“but it did advance the date at which they had 


When 


facilities and 


to meet them school districts are 


obliged to curtail 
very time they are in greater demand than ever 


j 


services at the 


from those who think the 
those 


criticism comes both 
scope of education too broad and who 
think When tax 
bring about reductions in school appropriations, 


those who think too much is spent on public 


it too narrow. delinquencies 


education and those who claim too much is 


given free, are equally vocal.” 
Regent Young gave facts and figures to sup 
regard to demand 


port his statements, first in 


for education 
1920,” he said, “the number of children in this 


and then as to costs. * Since 


State attending elementary and_ secondary 
schools has increased from 1,783,102 to 
2,296,868, or about 29 per cent. This increas« 
has been much more rapid in the secondary 
than in the elementary schools. In the latter 


it appears that the school population is being 


relatively stabilized, for although attendance at 
primary schools rose 12 per cent from 1920 to 
1930, since 1931 the number has been decreasing 
so that it now stands at only 8 per cent above 
the 1920 level. In 1934 there were actually 
80,431 fewer pupils in elementary schools than 
in 1931. 

* Secondary 
different picture. 
from 1920 to 1934 rose from 207,556 to 613,137, 
In 1934, 140,967 more students 


schools, however, present a far 
Secondary school attendances 
or 195 per cent. 
attended high school than in 
The number of high schools, 


1930, an increase 
of 30 per cent. 
like the number < 
of the depression and budgetary cuts but it has 


not kept pace with increased demands. In 1920 
1930, 943: 


f pupils, has risen in spite 


this State had 759 high schools; in 
and this year there are 993. 

“What this rise of 
classes can well be imagined. 


pupils does to size of 
Also here is one 








on 


of the primary reasons for the increased cost 
of schools. High school instruction is more 
expensive than primary.” 

One of the questions the Character and Cost 
Inquiry will attempt to answer is whether high 
school education as conducted in this State 
gives a program adapted to the majority of 
young people who attend high school and one 
which fits them for their activities after leaving 
the schools. 

“ Adults now make demands on the public 
education system which were unheard of a few 
years ago,” explained Regent Young, “ but this 
desire to learn which men and women seem to 
have discovered suddenly, has not been met by 
our public schools, for lack of money to carry 
on the classes. Although the movement for 
adult and special education has gathered force 
rapidly, the amount of such education under- 
taken by the New York schools has decreased. 
Attendance at this type of class fell 27 per cent 
from 1932 to 1934. It is true that federal aid 
funds have offset this, but we are examining 
our own state resources and activities now.” 

Regent Young said that the Regents had felt 
that an inquiry into the character of public 
education must be correlated with one on cost, 
and especially approached from that standpoint 
in order to reach practical conclusions. 

“From 1922 to 1932 total current school 
expenditures, including those from bonded 
indebtedness, practically doubled,” he said. 
“From 1932 to 1934 such expenditures de- 
creased about eight and one-half per cent a 
year. School revenues fell off chiefly because 
taxpayers were unable to keep their tax pay- 
ments at the 1930 level. In New York City 
school budgetary reductions amounted to 15 per 
cent; in Buffalo, 12 per cent; Rochester, 21 per 
cent; and 17 per cent in Syracuse. All but 
five city school districts, 55 village and 13 cen- 
tral rural school districts decreased their tax 
rates in 1934 as against 1930, with correspond- 
ing reduction in school budgets.” 

Regent Young then outlined where these 
reductions had been felt. 

“Although the number of teachers was 
slightly greater in the State in 1934 than 1933,” 
he explained, “$8,762,347 less was paid them. 
In addition to forced cuts in salary, so-called 
‘yoluntary contributions’ were made by teach- 
ers to the extent of about $5,000,000 in 1934. 
In New York City further economy is effected 
by the use of substitutes for regular teachers 


since substitutes work for less. 
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“ Americanization classes, teacher-training 
colleges, evening and summer schools, home 
economics courses, music, recreation and library 
services, and medical and dental help were 
among the things eliminated by reduced budgets, 
but especially was the lack of funds felt in the 
increased pupil-teacher ratio. If, throughout 
the State, the same pupil-teacher ratio had been 
maintained in 1934 as obtained in 1930, 3600 
additional teachers would have been employed. 
From 24.7 pupils per teacher in 1930, the num- 
ber increased to 25.8 in 1934. Overcrowding 
was accentuated because construction of new 
buildings did not keep pace with increased 
numbers of pupils.” 

Regent Young explained that the eight main 
divisions of the Regents’ inquiry are: 

1 Study of the financial problems of the sys- 
tem, including the examination of the present 
school district organization. 

2 Study of elementary education with a view 
to reevaluation of the curriculum and of the 
auxiliary services, including those for handi- 
capped children, provided through the elemen- 
tary schools. 

3 Study of all types of education on the 
secondary level, whether general or vocational 
or designed for special groups of students, 
whether furnished by schools or other agencies, 
with a view of evaluating the appropriateness 
and adequacy of these provisions. 

4 Study of the demands and provisions for 
adult education and higher education at public 
expense. 

5 Study of the selection, training, quality and 
standards of compensation of the teaching per- 
sonnel, with a view to determining the future 
roles of the teacher-training institutions. 

6 Study of federal aid to reveal the influence 
of existing federal subsidies and regulations on 
the range and character of special types of 
education, and to determine the policy which 
the State should follow with respect to seeking 
or accepting federal appropriations. 

7 Study of the State Education Department 
with a view to determining the effectiveness of 
its organization and the desirable scope of its 
functions. 

8 Revision of the Education Law. 

Details of the analysis of each study and the 
organization under which it will proceed will 
be announced in the near future by the com- 


mittee. 
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Newspapers Approve State Survey 


Widespread interest in the Regents inquiry 
into the character and cost of public education 
has been aroused by the announcement of the 
survey to be made. Newspaper editors through- 
out the State regard it as of great importance 
not only to this State but to other states and 
even of worldwide significance. Indicative of 
the trend of editorial comment is the following 
editorial in the New York Times: 


A REGENTS’ EXAMINATION 


As announced yesterday, a thorough-going 
statewide inquiry into the character and cost of 
public education is to be made under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Regents of the State of 
New York, with Mr Owen D. Young as its 
chairman. While this should be an investiga- 
tion especially valuable to the State of New 
York, it should be of hardly less value to the 
school systems throughout the United States. 
The funds for the inquiry have been provided 
by the General Education Board and do not 
therefore take from what is available for direct 
educational uses in the State. And no like 
sums added to the current uses could be of 
greater worth to the cause of education, 
especially as the inquiry is to be carried for- 
ward under the leadership of Owen D. Young, 
who has already given signal and substantial 
evidence of his deep and understanding interest 
in public education. 

The undertaking will involve a reexamination 
of our philosophy of education and of its prac- 


Radio Programs 


The program for the December radio talks 
on rural education and rural life, sponsored by 
the Rural Education Division of the State 
Education Department and broadcast from 
Station WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 
12.45 p. m., follows: 

December 3d, “Off the Press 100 
Ago,” Joseph Gavit, senior associate librarian, 
New York State Library 


Years 


December 10th, “Scanning the Record 100 
Years Ago,” Joseph Gavit 

December 17th, “ Christmas Tales of Yester- 
year,” Louis Jones, New York State College 
for Teachers, Albany 

December 24th, “’Twas the Night 
Christmas”; The Poem’s Origin, Fred Crumb, 
principal, Narrowsburg Central Rural School 


before 


tical interpretation. The character of the 
education now given and its relation to an ever- 
changing world will be the first object of the 
dual inquiry. The will then be counted, 
with a view to discovering whether the State 
is meeting the obligations under which it has 
placed itself, beginning with the provision of 
the Constitution: 

The Legislature shall provide for the 
maintenance and support of a system of 
free common schools wherein all the chil- 
dren of this State may be educated. 

This is the cornerstone of the great 
structure that has been created under that 
authorization — far beyond the height of the 


cost 


earlier “common schools” —with an_ ever- 
changing definition of the term “ educated.” 
Gradually and even swiftly in the later years 


public education has extended its scope, reach- 
ing up into the adult years and out into fresh 
vocational and cultural fields of worthy 
endeavor and human interest. The time is 
favorable for making an analytic study of unit 
values and costs, to the end that every possible 
economic educational synthesis may be effected 
Despite the trials to which both schools and 
pupils have been subjected depression has 
revealed in general the ardent devotion of the 
Republic to education. It is only concerned to 
know that it gets the best that it can afford 
not only for its children and youth but for all 
who still need to be “ educated.” This Regents’ 
examination should be the most searching and 
significant ever set for this State and most 
fruitful for the cause of public education. 


Superintendents May Obtain 
W. P. A. School Nursing Service 


The Health and Physical Education Division 
of the Department has announced that nursing 
service in the schools under a Works Progress 
Administration project can be obtained, as 
previously, only through a superintendent's re- 


quest to his district state health officer. 


The State Education Department last year 
furnished special blanks for reporting such 
work. Since this caused some overlapping and 


confusion, the general blank on which all other 
Works Progress 
was this year modified to include school items, 


Administration nurses report 
and the nurses in the schools will use the blanks 
Health Department. The 


superintendent of schools should receive a copy 


furnished by the 


of the report monthly from each nurse assigned 


to his schools. 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Education Department 


CuHar_LeEs F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
i tions of the State. To others it will 
uid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 


educational ins 
be mailed post 
single copies 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 
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General Biology Slides 


The Visual Instruction Division has an- 
nounced the preparation of slides to accompany 
units I and III of the syllabus in general 
biology. The slides have been selected with 
definite syllabus objectives in mind. The loan 
of these slides is restricted to classes in general 
biology and in order that as many schools as 
possible may be served the Division asks that 
not more than two sets be included on a single 
order. The normal period of loan is one week. 


Sets now available are listed below: 





Set No. Title No. of slides 
Bi—1 Survey of Life Forms ......... 31 
Bl1—2 Types of the Human Race....... 16 
Bl1—3 Types of Civilization ........... 17 
B1—4 Plant id Animals Used by Man 13 
Bl 5 1 30 
B3 — 1 s 15 
B 2 Environment Changes 40 
B3 Gosteges Tistety .cccccccccccece 19 


—¢ - 


Safety Education 


The National Americanism Commission of 
the American Legion is distributing to Legion 
posts copies of a booklet on the traffic accident 
problem prepared and published in cooperation 
with the National Bureau of Casualty and 
The booklet outlines a 
program for reducing automobile accidents 


Surety Underwriters. 


through education and other means. Safety 
education in elementary schools, it is pointed 
out, has resulted in reducing child deaths from 
traffic accidents, while adult deaths have been 


rapidly increasing. 


Art Projects for Schools 


Public elementary and secondary schools of 
the State may secure paintings and other art 
work under the art project of the Federal 
Works Progress Administration. Types of art 
work available under this project include mural 
paintings, easel paintings, graphic arts, sculp- 
ture, posters, arts and crafts, maps etc. 

The work will be executed by artists under 
direct local supervision and under general super- 
vision of the regional staff of the Works Pro 
gress Administration. Salaries of the artists 
are paid by the Works Progress Administration, 
and the school systems are requested to purchase 
the actual materials used. Superintendents de- 
siring to secure this art work may make appli- 
cation to Audrey McMahon, Regional Director 
of Art, Works Progress Administration, 137 
East 57th street, New York City. 


Christmas Seal Campaign 


The annual Christmas seal campaign to raise 


BR Uu y funds for the prevention 
and cure of tuberculosis will 
CHRISTMAS be conducted from Thanks- 
SEALS 


giving to Christmas by local, 
state and national tubercu- 
losis associations. The sale 
of these seals finances a pro- 
gram of free clinics, nursing 
service, rehabilitation, educa- 
tion, tuberculin testing of 





children, X rays, medical and 
social research and _pre- 
ventoriums for the care of 


FIGHT 


TuBerRcuLosis§§ children. 

In carrying on the 1935 campaign for the 
sale of Christmas seals the State Committee 
on Tuberculosis and Public Health has for dis- 
tribution two excellent plays for schools. One 
is for grade pupils and the other for high school 
pupils. These plays depict the progress of the 
knowledge of man concerning health and the 
effect of that knowledge on human life. They 
may be obtained from the State Committee on 
Tuberculosis and Public Health, 105 East 22d 
street, New York City. 

a 

The fifteenth annual meeting of the National 
Council for the Social Studies will be held 
November 29th and 30th in New York City. 
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Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following: 

District 14, Southold, Suffolk county, heating 
and ventilating system, $1381; approved Sep- 
tember 20th 


1 


Lansingburg, new junior high _ school, 
$587,664; approved September 25th 

District 3, Galway, Saratoga county, iron 
fireman installation, $995; approved September 
27th 

Cheshire, ventilating system, $500; approved 
September 27th 

Laurens, addition and remodeling, $20,000; 
approved September 27th 

West Rome, two rooms and _ assembly, 
$30,000; approved September 27th 

Youngstown, remodeling of homemaking 
room, $290; approved September 27th 

Mountainville, toilets, heating and ventilating 
and plumbing, $3500; approved September 27th 

District 7, Vestal, Broome county, room ex- 
tension, $500; approved September 27th 

Croton-on-Hudson, alterations and repairs to 
heating system, $4000; approved October 2d 

Eden Valley, new grade school, $25,000; ap- 
proved October 2d 

Eldred, addition to school gymnasium, $1500; 
approved October 4th 

Elmont, coal carburetor, $735; approved 
October 4th 

Gouverneur, remodeling of heating system, 
$2703; approved October 4th 

Little Falls, repairs to and remodeling of 
several schools, $38,181; approved October 7th 

Oneonta, alteration of house to be used for 
homemaking rooms, $3610; approved October 
7th 

Indian Lake, addition, $25,000; approved 
October 10th 

Whitney Point, new grade and high school, 
$340,000; approved October 11th 

Lowville, alterations and repairs, $4964; ap- 
proved October 11th 

Brockport, improvements to buiiding in 
former District 2, Clarkson, $2000; approved 
October 16th 

District 9, Vestal, Broome county, sanitary 
toilets; approved October 16th 

Indian Lake, supplemental, addition and alter- 


ations, $250; approved October 21st 


Amityville, alterations to high school, $3000; 
approved October 21st 

Weedsport, alterations and improvements, 
$79,420; approved October 21st 

Van Cortlandtville, drive, walks etc., $2620; 
approved October 22d 

Port Byron, domestic science building, $5875; 
approved October 10th 

Mount Upton, remodeling for shop and 
garage, $600; approved October 28th 

District 14, Thompson, Sullivan county, toilet 
and cloakroom addition, $1200; approved 
October 28th 

West Leyden, addition, $30,000; approved 
October 28th 

69797. 


Harrisville, addition and alterations, $52,727; 





approved October 31st 

Chester, foundation plans; approved Novem- 
ber Ist 

District 8, York, Livingston county, heating 
system, $713; approved November Ist 

Newburgh, excavation and foundation for 
South End School; approved November Ist 

East Rochester, demolition of building and 
clearance of site; approved November 6th 

Roslyn, art and home economics building, 
$1800; approved November 7th 

Westbury, equipment for new school; ap- 
proved November 7th 


Columbia County Schools 
Have Music Instruction 


For the fourth successive year various dis- 
trict schools in the first supervisory district of 
Columbia county are offering as a part of their 
curriculum regular instruction in public school 
music. A traveling music teacher gives this 
instruction once each week in 12 district schools 
this year. The expense of this service is pro- 
rated among the districts according to classi- 
fication of the schools as one, two or three- 
teacher districts. The details of providing this 
service have been worked out by Superintendent 
C. S. Mapes and the trustees from the various 
districts. In May of each year the children 
from all of the schools giving this special 
instruction in music join for a concert or 


operetta. 
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Academic Principals Will Discuss Readjusted Curriculum 


The 5lst annual holiday conference of the 
Associated Academic Principals of the State of 
New York will be held December 26th, 27th 
and 28th in Syracuse. 

The theme of the conference will be “The 
Readjustment of Secondary Education: How 
Shall We Put Our Philosophy into Practice?” 
In 1932 as a result of five years of study by 
the committee on secondary school problems, the 
association adopted nine theses as an expression 
of the philosophy of secondary education in the 
State. The first of these theses stated that 
secondary schools should provide education 
adapted to the needs of all pupils. This thesis 
recognizes that in the modern high school there 
are enrolled pupils of every degree of ability 
and interest, that the idea of selectivity is given 
up, that the single standard of achievement is 
abandoned, and that a high school education is 
the right of every normal boy and girl. 


This year the association, through its com- 
mittee on the readjustment of secondary educa- 
tion and in various district meetings and at its 
summer conference, has been focusing the atten- 
tion of its members on the questions: “ How 
can we put this philosophy into practice?” 
“What should be done in each school to read- 
just the curriculum in terms of pupil interests 
and abilities and in terms of the needs of 
society?” and “How can such a readjusted 
curriculum be harmonized with the college 
preparatory function?” These questions will 
be given a thorough analysis at the Syracuse 
meeting. 

The first meeting will be held on the after- 
noon of December 26th following the annual 
meeting of the council. Dr George M. Wiley, 
Assistant Commissioner for Secondary Educa- 
tion, will speak on “ The Readjusted Curricu- 
lum,” and Dr Avery W. Skinner, Director of 
the Examinations and Inspections Division of 
the Department, will give an address on 
“Looking Ahead.” The annual banquet will 
be held on the evening of December 26th. 
Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Educa- 
tion and President of The University of the 
State of New York, will be toastmaster. The 
speaker of the evening will be Dr James S. 
Thomas, president of Clarkson College of 
Technology. His topic will be “ The School- 
Master and the New Social Order.” 


At the session on the morning of December 
27th Dr Harold E. 
secondary education in Maine and president of 
the Department of Secondary School Principals 
of the National Education Association, will 
speak on “ The Nation Looks at its Secondary 
Schools.” This will be followed by a report 
of the committee on the readjustment of sec- 


Lyseth, supervisor of 


ondary education, of which Roy L. Butterfield, 
principal of the Benjamin Franklin High 
School, Rochester, is chairman. Dr Hugh H. 
Stewart, principal of the A. B. Davis High 
School, Mount Vernon, will speak on “ How 
Can the Readjusted Curriculum Be Harmonized 
with the College Preparatory Function?” The 
discussions of this question will be led by 
Dr John M. Sayles, principal of Milne High 
School, Albany. The section luncheons will be 
held that noon with the section programs con- 
tinuing into the afternoon. College dinners and 
reunions and the summer high school section 
meeting will be held that evening. 

The annual business meeting will be held on 
the morning of December 28th. There will also 
be addresses by Dr Max McConn, dean of 
Lehigh University, on “Academic Standards 
versus Individual Differences: the Dilemma 
of Democratic Education”; and by Dr Orlie 
M. Clem, superintendent of schools at Owego, 
on “A Critical Review of the Conference.” 

Lyndon H. Strough, principal of the Niagara 
Falls High School, is president of the Associ- 
ated Academic Principals. 


Columbia County Schoolmen 
Hear Talk on History 


The Columbia County Schoolmen’s Club 
opened its activities for its fourth year with a 
dinner meeting at Berkshire Industrial Farm, 
Canaan, on October 10th. The dinner was 
served by the boys of one of the cottages at 
Berkshire Farm. Thirty-five members were 
present. Judge J. C. Tracy, of the Children’s 
Court of Columbia county, spoke on “ Teaching 
History from the Schoolroom Outward.” 
Cecil S. Mapes, superintendent of schools of 
the first district of Columbia county, is presi- 


dent of the association. 
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Elementary Principals Will 
Hold Conference in Syracuse 


” 


“Some Elementary Principles” will be the 
theme of the conference of the New York 
State Association of Elementary Principals 
which will be held on December 27th and 28th 
in Syracuse. 

The conference will open with a session in the 
Seymour School on the morning of December 
27th, when an address on “ Character Building 
in the Elementary Schools” will be given by 
Margaret Slattery, author and lecturer of 
3oston. At the afternoon session Dr William 
H. Kilpatrick, of Teachers College, Columbia 
University, will speak on “ The Attainment of 
Social Justice in the Elementary Schools.” This 
will be followed by panel discussions on means 
of obtaining social justice through the curricu- 
lum, student organizations, community relation- 
ships, adjustments for special types. Chairmen 
of the panels will be Dr Chester A. Pugsley, 
State Teachers College, Buffalo; Dr William 
T. Melchior, Syracuse University; Dr Clyde 
Moore, Cornell University; and Dr Frederick 
L. Patry, of the State Education Department. 
These chairmen will present reports of the find- 
ings of the panels at a general session at which 
Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commissioner 
for Elementary Education, will preside. 

The annual banquet will be held on the 
evening of December 27th at the Hotel Syra- 
cuse. State Senator Joe R. Hanley will give 
an address on “Some Fundamental Principles 
of American Life.” 

At the session on the morning of December 
28th three addresses will be given as follows: 
“Some Elementary Principles of the Elemen- 
tary Principalship,” by C. Fred Pertsch, Public 
School 29, Brooklyn; “The Guidance Prob- 
lem,” by George Webster, School 63, Buffalo; 
“Reporting to Parents,” by A. E. Layman, 
Menands School, Albany. A _ luncheon and 
business meeting will follow with reports of 
committees and election of officers. 

S. Clayton Sumner, principal of the Seymour 
School, Syracuse, is president of the association. 
iia 

The tenth annual convention of the American 
Vocational Association will be held December 
4th to 7th in Chicago. Dr A. K. Getman, Chief 
of the Agricultural Education Bureau of the 
State Education Department, is a vice president 


of the association. 
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Archie W. Harkness Succeeds 
Late Superintendent Heist 


Charles A. Heist, superintendent of schools 
of the first supervisory district of Erie county, 
died on October 15th in Buffalo after a long 
illness. He was 51 years old. 

Superintendent Heist had been in charge of 
the schools of the first district of Erie county 
since 1912 and had been active in performing 
his supervisory duties. He was highly regarded 
by his colleagues and by teachers, school officers 
and patrons. His district included approxi- 
mately 50 schools with about 200 teachers and 
nearly 5000 pupils. 

A graduate of Parker High School, Superin- 
tendent Heist had taken professional work at 
the State Teachers College at Buffalo and at 
Cornell University. At the time of his election 
in 1911 as superintendent of schools, he was 
principal at Orchard Park. Prior to that he 
had been principal at Clarence Center and had 
taught in rural schools. 

The school directors of the supervisory dis- 
Harkness to 
Mr Harkness 
has been superintendent of schools of the fifth 


trict have elected Archie W. 
succeed Superintendent Heist. 


supervisory district of Cattaraugus county since 
1926. He is a graduate of the Fredonia State 
Normal School and earned his bachelor’s degree 
at Columbia University. He has taken post- 
graduate work at Columbia University and the 
University of Buffalo. Before his election as 
district superintendent of schools he had been 
principal of the East Randolph High School, 
principal of the Hamburg High School and 
teacher of mathematics at the Mount Vernon 
High School. 
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Messenger for 43 Years in 
Commissioner’s Office Dies 


Aaron J. Oliver, who was a messenger in 
the office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and Commissioner of Education 
from 1886 to 1929, died on November 6th. 
When he retired because of failing health the 
Board of Regents presented him with a set of 
engrossed and autographed resolutions and a 
purse of gold in appreciation of his faithful 
service for 43 years to the State and to the 
Regents. 
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International Committee Directs 
Scholastic Correspondence 


The Student Forum on International Rela- 
tions has requested that announcement be made 
that pupils 
of this 
through two official centers in the United States, 
one at 521 Phalen 
Calif., headquarters of the forum, and the other 


scholastic correspondence between 


country and of France be directed 


Building, San Francisco, 
at the George Peabody College for Teachers, 
Nashville, Names through 
other channel than the two existing offices in 
the United States 
France. 
Scholastic 


Tenn. sent any 


will not be distributed in 


correspondence, which has de- 
veloped into an important student activity in 
many countries and especially so in the United 
States, is being handled by an international com- 
The Student International 
Relations has a 
pupils of junior high school age 


mittee. Forum on 


large number of names of 


with whom 
pupils in this country may correspond. 


Nassau County Principals 


Discuss Community Relations 


“ Coordination of the Elementary School with 


Community Life” is the general theme of the 
dinner meetings of elementary school principals 
of Nassau county that are being held this year. 
At the first 
panel with Dr Robert K. 
education, New York University, 
discussed “ The Importance of the 
School to Community Life.” An informal party 
was held by the 14th. 
Dr May E. Peabody, supervisor in the Child 
Development and Parent Education Bureau of 


meeting on October 3d an invited 
Speer, professor of 
as chairman, 

Elementary 


group on November 


the Department, will be chairman of the panel 
for the meeting of January 9th, when the sub- 
ject to be discussed will be “ The Parents Evalu- 
ate the School.” 


custom of more than 
of a century, the National Child 
designated the last 


Following a a quarter 
Labor Com- 
mittee has week-end in 
January as Child Labor Day. Suggestions for 
the observance of the day may be secured from 
the committee, which has its headquarters at 


419 Fourth avenue, New York City. 


rHE STATE OF NEW 


YORK 


Albany State College Men 
Will Dine in Syracuse 


New York State College for Teachers 
engaged in educational administration will hold 
6.15 
The 
held in connection with the 
Associated Academic 
Men who are graduates of the college 
attended its 
sessions, all men of the faculty, and all under- 


men 
their annual dinner on December 27th at 
o'clock, at 
will be 


a place to be announced later. 
meeting 
conference of the Prin- 
cipals. 
or who have regular or summer 
graduates who are at the Syracuse meeting are 
urged to attend. Last year more than 60 men 
attended. 

The toastmaster will be John Hayes, superin 
Mechanicville ay 


High 


tendent of schools at 


Townsend, principal of the Ossining 


School is chairman of arrangements. 


William F. Seber, President 
of Troy Board, Is Killed 


William F. 
board of 


Seber, president of the Troy 
the New 
\ssociation, died on 
inflicted, 


and treasurer of 
York State School Boards 
November 8th from a_ bullet 
it is John E. 


principal of Schools 


education 


wound 


alleged, by Healey jr, former 


3 and 5 in Troy, who is 
held on a charge of murder, first degree. The 
took 


Bank in 


Manufacturers’ 
which Mr 
He was also a director of other 
local, 


Seber 


shooting 


place in the 


National Troy, of Seber 
was president. 
and active in state 


affairs. Mr had 
the Troy board of education 


banks and industries 


and 


been a member of 


national fraternal 


since 1920 and president since 1927. 


Dr William S. A 


president of 


installed as 
October 27th 


Pott was 
College 
The principal address was made by Dr 


Elmira 
Dixon 
College Phe 


Was 


Ryan Fox, president of Union 
State Education 
by Dr Harlan H 


sioner for Higher Education. 


| Jepartment represented 


Horner, Assistant Commis 
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